
 
              
 

Retirement (RREGOP, QPP) and retroactive pay  
with regard to pay equity  

 
1) Is retroactive pay part of the salary eligible for the RREGOP? 

 
Yes, excluding interest paid. The amount of retroactive pay paid (excluding 
interest) will be spread over each year concerned so that such additional amounts 
are included in the eligible salary already recognized.  
 
The eligible salary is the one used to calculate the average of the five best years 
of earnings, which is used to calculate the pension. 

 
2) Will there be RREGOP deductions on my retroactive amount? 
 
Yes, because this is a salary eligible for the RREGOP. 
 
The RREGOP contribution rate is the one that applies at the time the retroactive 
amount is paid: 10.33% for a payment in 2021 and 10.04% for a payment in 2022. 
 
Note that the exemption (amount that reduces the eligible salary for the purpose 
of calculating the contribution) does not apply to the retroactive amount since it 
was already applied to the salary before retroactive pay. 

 
3) Will there be QPP deductions on my retroactive amount? 

 
Yes, if you haven’t reached the maximum pensionable earnings (MPE) for the year 
in the QPP when the retroactive amount is paid. 
 
The QPP contribution rate that will be used to calculate the deduction is the one 
that applies in the year the retroactive amount is paid. 
 
Example for QPP in 2021: 

 
• Employee contribution rate: 5.9%  
• Maximum pensionable earnings (MPE): $61,600 
• Maximum employee contribution: $3,427.90 or 5.9% x ($61,6001 - $3,5002)  

 
4) I’m retired. Will my RREGOP pension be adjusted to take into account 

my retroactive pay? 
 

 
1  Maximum pensionable earnings (MPE) for 2021 
2  General QPP exemption 
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Yes. Salaries eligible for the RREGOP will be adjusted accordingly (see Question 
1), which could increase your pension based on the updated average of your five 
best years of earnings. Adjustment amounts would also be paid retroactively to 
your retirement date with interest at administrative rates. 
 
Please note that it will take several months for these adjustments to be made to 
your pension. The deadlines for employers to process and disburse retroactive pay 
are as mentioned in the newsletter. Thereafter, additional time will be required to 
send the data to Retraite Québec, process it, and calculate adjustments to 
pensions and retroactive pay. At present, we have no indication of Retraite 
Québec’s target date for such processing. 
 
5) I’m receiving a Surviving Spouse’s Pension. Will my pension be 

increased? 
 
In the event that retroactive amounts are paid, your Surviving Spouse’s Pension 
may be increased, in which case a retroactive adjustment will be made from the 
effective date of the Surviving Spouse’s Pension. 
  
Please note that it will take several months for these adjustments to be made to 
your pension. The deadlines for employers to process and disburse retroactive pay 
are as mentioned in the newsletter. Thereafter, additional time will be required to 
send the data to Retraite Québec, process it, and calculate adjustments to 
pensions and retroactive pay. At present, we have no indication of Retraite 
Québec’s target date for such processing. 
 
6) Will the cost of my buyback that I have already accepted, and for which I 

have not completed payment, be increased due to the retroactive 
amounts? 

 
No. The cost of the buyback you have already accepted will not increase. 
 
7) Will there be a review of amounts payable to estates? 

 
No. The Act respecting the Government and Public Employees Retirement Plan 
provides that only pensions (paid on a periodic basis) are subject to review. Since 
amounts paid to estates were in a lump sum, the Act does not provide for any 
review if a retroactive amount is paid when an estate has already received the 
amount it was owed. 


